2009 ITALIAN OPERA CONTEST

$50,000 in prizes will be awarded
Grand Prize ~ $10,000.00 Cash Award

(Each Contestant will receive a monetary prize!)

EARLY APPLICATION ENCOURAGED FROM DECEMBER 1, 2008
DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES: FRIDAY, JANUARY 23, 2009
NO APPLICATION FEE REQUIRED
DOWNLOAD APPLICATION FROM WWW. BELCANTOFOUNDATION.ORG

2009 CONTEST DATES
Live Auditions: Juniors (17-18) Tuesday, February 3, 2009
Students (19-24) Wednesday, February 4 & Thursday, February 5, 2009
Young Artists (25-30)Saturday, February 7 & Sunday, February 8, 2009

Contest Evenings: Preliminaries: February 27, March 1, 6, 8, 2009
Semi-Finals: March 13, 15, 2009
Grand Prize Final:  April 4, 2009

ALL CONTEST AUDITIONS & EVENINGS ARE HELD AT

3935 WEsST DEVON AVENUE, CHICAGO, |LLINOIS 60659

DIRECTIONS TO MONASTERQO'S RISTORANTE

FROM THE NORTH SUBURBS:
Take the "Edens Expressway/94 to Chicago". Exit at Touhy East. At the end of the bridge, turn right onto Cicero/Skokie Blvd. Head south 2 m

to Devon Avenue. Turn left onto Devon and head east 1 mile. Monastero's is on your right, just east of Crawford/Pulaski.

FROM EVANSTON:
Take Emerson or Dempster or Main Street west to McCormick Blvd. Turn Left onto McCormick; head south until you reach Devon Avenue. Tu

right onto Devon; head west about one mile. Monastero's is on your left, just before you reach Crawford/Pulaski.

FROM DOWNTOWN CHICAGO:
Take "90/94 To Milwaukee." Follow 94/Edens Expressway where it splits off from 90/Kennedy. Exit at Peterson Avenue East. Head east on Pete
for about one mile. Turn left onto Pulaski; head north to the next light: Devon Avenue. Turn right on Devon, and Monastero's is on your right.

FROM WEST SUBURBS:
Take 294 North to 90/Kennedy East to Chicago. Exit at Nagle; turn left onto Nagle at the end of the exit ramp. Follow Nagle north until the str

ends at Devon Avenue. Turn right onto Devon and head east 3 miles. Monastero's is 1/2 block east of Crawford/Pulaski on your right.

FROM THE LOOP Via El:
Bus and Train service is unavailable directly to the Restaurant. However, you can take the El to Bryn Mawr and transfer to the bus going to Pete

& Pulaski. Walk North on Pulaski three blocks to Devon, turn right and Monastero's is on your right.
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2009 BeL CaNTO OPERA CONTEST

To BE HELD AT M ONASTERO 'S RISTORANTE , 3935 WEST DEVON AVENUE, CHICAGO, IL 60659 TEL 773-588-3622

ELIGIBILITY
1. THe BEL CANTO AUDITIONS ARE OPENTO SINGERSRESIDING IN ILLINOIS, INDIANA, AND WISCONSIN
2. AGE IS DETERMINED AS OF LIVE AUDITIONS: --Y OUNG ARTIST DIvISION: AGES 25 THROUGH 30 YEARS AS OF FEBRUARY 7, 2009

--STUDENT DIVISION: AGES 19 THROUGH 24 YEARS AS OF FEBRUARY 4, 2009

--JUNIOR DIvISION: AGES 17 THROUGH 18 YEARS AS OF FEBRUARY 3, 2009
SINGERS IN JUNIOR DIVISION WILL BE JUDGED ONLY IN THE LIVE AUDITIONS AND THOSE SELECTED WILL RECEIVE A $150.00AWARD AT A LIVE
PERFORMANCEDURING THE CONTESTNIGHTS AT MONASTERG S RISTORANTE.
APPLICANTSMUST HAVE A VOICE WITH OPERATICPOTENTIAL, MUST NOT BE UNDER PROFESSIONALMANAGEMENT OR HAVE MADE A PROFESSIONALDEBUT
WITH ANY MAJOR OPERACOMPANY IN A LEADING ROLE.
FORMER GRAND PRIZE WINNERSAND TWO-TIME FINALISTS IN THE SAME VOCAL DIVISION ARE NOT ELIGIBLE.
SINGERS CHOSEN FOR THE 2009 B:L CANTO OPERA NIGHTS MUST APPEAR ON THEIR ASSIGNED EVENINGS. THE SCHEDULING COMMITTEE WILL
ENDEAVOR TO OBSERVE SINGERS CONFLICT DATES IF NOTIFIED AT THE LIVE AUDITIONS.
6. ALL SINGERSMUST PROVIDE AN E-MAIL ADDRESSAS ALL COMMUNICATION WILL BE BY E-MAIL .
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APPLICATION
1. A coMPLETED BEL CANTO FOUNDATION APPLICATION FORM, LIVE AUDITIONS SCHEDULE SHEETAND OPERAEVENING SCHEDULE SHEETARE REQUIRED
FORMS CAN BE DOWNLOADED AT WWW.BELCANTOFOUNDATION.ORG.

2. A COPY OF THE APPLICANT'S BIRTH CERTIFICATE, PASSPORT OR DRIVER'S LICENCE WITH LEGIBLE DATE OF BIRTH MUST BE INCLUDED.
3. APPLICATIONSWILL BE ACCEPTEDFROM DECEMBER 1, 2008. DEADLINEFORALL APPLICATIONS TO BE RECEIVED BY THE BEL CANTO FOUNDATION IS
FRIDAY, JANUARY 23, 2009 MAIL TO: BEL CANTO FOUNDATION, 3935 WEST DEVON AVE., CHICAGO, IL 60659. EBRLY APPLICATION ENCOURAGED

REPERTOIRE
1. YouncARTIST Division: REPERTOIRE MUST BE MEMORIZED FOR LIVE AUDITIONS!
--THREEARIAS FROM OPERASWRITTEN IN | TALIAN BY COMPOSERSFROM CONTESTARIA LIST. Mozart is not accepted in the Young Artist Division.
--TwoO ITALIAN ROMANTIC SONGS, WRITTEN BY COMPOSERSLISTED ON THE CONTESTSONGLIST.
2. Srtupent Division: REPERTOIRE MUST BE MEMORIZED FOR LIVE AUDITIONS!
--TWO ARIAS FROM OPERASWRITTEN IN [ TALIAN BY COMPOSERSFROM CONTESTARIA LIST. (ARIAS IN ITALIAN BY MOZART ARE ACCEPTABLE.)
--TwoO ITALIAN ROMANTIC SONGS, WRITTEN BY COMPOSERSLISTED ON THE CONTESTSONGLIST.
3. Junior Division: REPERTOIRE MUST BE MEMORIZED FOR LIVE AUDITIONS!
--TWO ITALIAN SONGSORARIAS OF CONTRASTING STYLE BY COMPOSERSFROM CONTESTLISTS. (ARIAS & SONGSIN ITALIAN BY MOZART ACCEPTABLE.)
4. SONGSAND ARIAS SHOULD BE CHOSENCAREFULLY FOR BALANCE AND VARIETY OF MOOD, STYLE, AND TEMPO.

AUDITION DATES
(For Live Auditions & all contest evenings, a professional accompanist will be provided for all singers. Singers may not bring own accompanist.)
1. LIVE AUDITIONS: SINGERSWILL BE NOTIFIED BY E-MAIL OF AUDITION TIME BY JANUARY 30, 2009 &WILL BE EXPECTEDTO ARRIVE PROMPTLY. ALL
AUDITIONS WILL BE HELD AT MONASTERGJS RISTORANTE. --JUNIOR DivisioN: TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2009 4:00-8:0éMm.
--STUDENT DivisioN: WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4 & THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2009 4:00-8:08M.
--Y OUNG ARTIST DIVISION: SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7 & SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2009 1:00-5:08M.
Please keep the following dates free from other commitments, or specify any conflicts on the application or at the live audition. Singers
unable to attend at least one of the semi-finals and the final evening are ineligible for the Bel Canto Opera Contest Singers chosen from
each division will compete on one of the preliminary evenings and will be notified as to their individual schedule by e-mail.
2. PRELIMINARIES: FEBRUARY 27, MARCH 1, 6, 8, 2009. KCH EVENING, ONE SEMI-FINALIST WILL BE CHOSENFROM EACH DIVISION.
3. SEMI-FINALS: FRIDAY, MARCH 13 AND SUNDAY, MARCH 15, 2009. EBCH EVENING, TWO FINALISTS WILL BE SELECTEDFROM EACH DIVISION.
4. FINALS: SaTuRDAY, APRIL 4, 2009. INALISTS WILL COMPETEFROM THE Y OUNG ARTIST AND STUDENT DIVISIONS.

#%% FORMAL ATTIRE IS REQUIRED AT ALL OPERA NIGHT COMPETITONS WHICH WILL BE HELD IN A PRIVATE BANQUET ROOM
BEFORE AN AUDIENCE: MEN MUST WEAR TUXEDOS; WOMEN MUST WEAR LONG GOWNS. ***

PrizEs AND AwARDS OF $50,000WwILL BE AWARDED

--  *GRAND Prize: $10,000.00 @sH.
* ALL FINALISTS WILL BE ELIGIBLE FOR THE GRAND PRIZE WHICH WILL BE AWARDEDAT THE DISCRETIONOF THE JUDGES

1. STUDENTAND Y OUNG ARTIST DIvisioN AWARDS (EAcH): 1sT PRizE~$2,500 &b Prize~$2,000 &b PrizE~$1,500 4H Prize~$1,000

2. BRAVO AWARDS ARE GIVEN TO NON-FINALISTS IN THE AMOUNT OF $250 (UNIOR DIVISION) OR $500 ETUDENT / YOUNG ARTIST DIVISION), AND ARE
ANNOUNCED THE FINAL CONTESTEVENING. EACH NON-FINALIST MAY ONLY RECEIVE ONE BRAVO AWARD IN ANY GIVEN YEAR AND MAY RECEIVE NO MORE
THAN TWO BRAVO AWARDS WHILE IN A GIVEN VOCAL DIVISION. These prizes will be awarded in person at the BRAVO AWARD EVENING
on Sunday, May 17, 2009.

3. BELLA VOCEAWARDS WILL BE GIVEN TO A SELECTGROUPOF SINGERSIN THE STUDENT & Y OUNG ARTIST DIVISIONS WHO ARE NOT CHOSENTO COMPETE
IN THE CONTESTEVENINGS. SNGERSWILL RECEIVE THEIR $200.00PRIZES SPONSOREDBY THE PAULS FOUNDATION, DURING A PERFORMANCEON ONE
OF THE CONTESTEVENINGS. BELLA VOCE WINNERS ARE ALSO ELIGIBLE FOR BRAVO AWARDS.

4. $300.00wILL BE AWARDED TO ALL SEMI-FINALISTS NOT ADVANCED TO THE FINALS.
5. $250.00wiLL BE AWARDED TO CONTESTANTSNOT ADVANCED TO SEMI-FINALS.

JUDGING
1. SINGERSWILL BE JUDGEDACCORDING TO VOICE QUALITY, CORRECT CLEAR I TALIAN DICTION, APPROPRIATENESSF SELECTIONS MUSICALITY, STYLE, AND
APPEARANCE

2.  JUDGESWILL BE PROVIDED BY THE BEL CANTO FOUNDATION, AND THEIR DECISIONWILL BE FINAL.

CONTEST REPERTOIRE LISTS

!!! CONTEST REPERTOIRE MUST BE WRITTEN By COMPOSERS LISTED BELOW !!!
Note: Italian Art Songs arBlOT Acceptable Repertoire

Composers of Operatic Arias Composers of Italian Romantic Songs
BELLINI MASCAGNI ARDITI DEeCurTIS LEONCAVALLO TIRINDELLI
Boito MozART BARBERIS D'EsposITO MARIO TOSELLI

CATALANI (JUNIOR & STUDENT BELLINI Di CaPuA Puccini TosTi
Division ONLY)
CiLEA Bixio Di CHIARA RossINI VARESE
PONCHIELLI
DoONIZETTI CARDILLO D1 CRESCENZO SARTI VERDI
Puccin
GIORDANO CIOFFI DoNIZETTI SCHIRA
RossINI
LEONCAVALLO DENzA FaLvo SECCHI
VERDI

DoNAuDY GASTALDON TAGLIAFERRI



