
EARLy APPLICATION ENCOuRAgED fROm DECEmbER 1, 2011

DEADLINE fOR ENTRIES:  fRIDAy, JANuARy 13, 2012

NO APPLICATION fEE REquIRED

DOWNLOAD APPLICATION fROm WWW. bELCANTOfOuNDATION.ORg

2012 CONTEST DATES

Live Auditions: Juniors (17-18) Tuesday, January 24, 2012

Students (19-24) Wednesday, January 25 & Thursday, January 26, 2012

Young Artists (25-30) Saturday, January 28 & Sunday, January 29, 2012

Contest Evenings: Preliminaries:  February 12 & 19, March 4 & 11, 2012

Semi-Finals: March 18 & April 14, 2012

Grand Prize Final: April 21, 2012

ALL CONTEST AuDITIONS & EvENINgS ARE hELD AT

3935 WEST DEvON AvENuE, ChICAgO, ILLINOIS 60659

DIRECTIONS TO mONASTERO'S RISTORANTE

fROm ThE NORTh SubuRbS:
Take the "Edens Expressway/94 to Chicago".  Exit at Touhy East.  At the end of the bridge, turn right onto Cicero/Skokie Blvd.  Head south 2 miles

to Devon Avenue.  Turn left onto Devon and head east 1 mile.  Monastero's is on your right, just east of Crawford/Pulaski.

fROm EvANSTON:
Take Emerson or Dempster or Main Street west to McCormick Blvd.  Turn Left onto McCormick; head south until you reach Devon Avenue.  Turn

right onto Devon; head west about one mile.  Monastero's is on your left, just before you reach Crawford/Pulaski.

fROm DOWNTOWN ChICAgO:
Take "90/94 To Milwaukee."  Follow 94/Edens Expressway where it splits off from 90/Kennedy.  Exit at Peterson Avenue East.  Head east on Peterson

for about one mile.  Turn left onto Pulaski; head north to the next light:  Devon Avenue.  Turn right on Devon, and Monastero's is on your right.

fROm WEST SubuRbS:
Take 294 North to 90/Kennedy East to Chicago.  Exit at Nagle; turn left onto Nagle at the end of the exit ramp.  Follow Nagle north until the street

ends at Devon Avenue.  Turn right onto Devon and head east 3 miles.  Monastero's is 1/2 block east of Crawford/Pulaski on your right.

fROm ThE LOOP via El:  
Bus and Train service is unavailable directly to the Restaurant.  However, you can take the El to Bryn Mawr and transfer to the bus going to Peterson

& Pulaski.  Walk North on Pulaski three blocks to Devon, turn right and Monastero's is on your right.
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2012 ITALIAN OPERA CONTEST
$50,000 in prizes will be awarded

Grand Prize ~ $10,000.00 Cash Award

(Each Contestant will receive a monetary prize!)



2012 bEL CANTO OPERA CONTEST
TO bE hELD AT mONASTERO'S RISTORANTE, 3935 WEST DEvON AvENuE, ChICAgO, IL  60659   TEL 773-588-3622

ELIgIbILITy

1. THE BEL CANTo AuDiTioNS ARE oPEN To SiNGERS RESiDiNG iN iLLiNoiS, iNDiANA, AND WiSCoNSiN.
2. AGE iS DETERMiNED AS oF LivE AuDiTioNS: --YouNG ARTiST DiviSioN:  AGES 25 THRouGH 30 YEARS AS oF JANuARY 28, 2012

--STuDENT DiviSioN:  AGES 19 THRouGH 24 YEARS AS oF JANuARY 25, 2012
--JuNioR DiviSioN:  AGES 17 THRouGH 18 YEARS AS oF JANuARY 24, 2012

SiNGERS iN JuNioR DiviSioN WiLL BE JuDGED oNLY iN THE LivE AuDiTioNS AND THoSE SELECTED WiLL RECEivE A $150.00 AWARD AT A LivE

PERFoRMANCE DuRiNG THE CoNTEST NiGHTS AT MoNASTERo’S RiSToRANTE.
3. APPLiCANTS MuST HAvE A voiCE WiTH oPERATiC PoTENTiAL, MuST NoT BE uNDER PRoFESSioNAL MANAGEMENT oR HAvE MADE A PRoFESSioNAL DEBuT

WiTH ANY MAJoR oPERA CoMPANY iN A LEADiNG RoLE.
4. FoRMER GRAND PRizE WiNNERS AND TWo-TiME FiNALiSTS iN THE SAME voCAL DiviSioN ARE NoT ELiGiBLE.
5. SiNGERS CHoSEN FoR THE 2012 BEL CANTo oPERA NiGHTS MuST APPEAR oN THEiR ASSiGNED EvENiNGS.  THE SCHEDuLiNG CoMMiTTEE WiLL

ENDEAvoR To oBSERvE SiNGERS' CoNFLiCT DATES iF NoTiFiED AT THE LivE AuDiTioNS.
6. ALL SiNGERS MuST PRoviDE AN E-MAiL ADDRESS AS ALL CoMMuNiCATioN WiLL BE BY E-MAiL.

APPLICATION

1. A CoMPLETED BEL CANTo FouNDATioN APPLiCATioN FoRM, LivE AuDiTioNS SCHEDuLE SHEET AND oPERA EvENiNG SCHEDuLE SHEET ARE REquiRED.

FoRMS CAN BE DoWNLoADED AT WWW.BELCANToFouNDATioN.oRG.

2. A CoPY oF THE APPLiCANT'S BiRTH CERTiFiCATE, PASSPoRT, oR DRivER'S LiCENCE WiTH LEGiBLE DATE oF BiRTH MuST BE iNCLuDED.
3. APPLiCATioNS WiLL BE ACCEPTED FRoM DECEMBER 1, 2011.  DEADLiNE FoR ALL APPLiCATioNS To BE RECEivED BY THE BEL CANTo FouNDATioN iS

FRiDAY, JANuARY 13, 2012.  MAiL To: BEL CANTo FouNDATioN, 3935 WEST DEvoN AvE., CHiCAGo, iL  60659.  EARLY APPLiCATioN ENCouRAGED!

REPERTOIRE

1. YouNG ARTiST DiviSioN:  REPERTOIRE muST bE mEmORIZED fOR LIvE AuDITIONS!

--THREE ARiAS FRoM oPERAS WRiTTEN iN iTALiAN BY CoMPoSERS FRoM CoNTEST ARiA LiST.  mozart is not accepted in the young Artist Division.
--TWo iTALiAN RoMANTiC SoNGS, WRiTTEN BY CoMPoSERS LiSTED oN THE CoNTEST SoNG LiST.  

2. STuDENT DiviSioN:  REPERTOIRE muST bE mEmORIZED fOR LIvE AuDITIONS!

--TWo ARiAS FRoM oPERAS WRiTTEN iN iTALiAN BY CoMPoSERS FRoM CoNTEST ARiA LiST.  (ARiAS iN iTALiAN BY MozART ARE ACCEPTABLE.)

--TWo iTALiAN RoMANTiC SoNGS, WRiTTEN BY CoMPoSERS LiSTED oN THE CoNTEST SoNG LiST.  

3. JuNioR DiviSioN:  REPERTOIRE muST bE mEmORIZED fOR LIvE AuDITIONS!

--TWo iTALiAN SoNGS oR ARiAS oF CoNTRASTiNG STYLE BY CoMPoSERS FRoM CoNTEST LiSTS.  (ARiAS & SoNGS iN iTALiAN BY MozART ACCEPTABLE.)

4. SoNGS AND ARiAS SHouLD BE CHoSEN CAREFuLLY FoR BALANCE AND vARiETY oF MooD, STYLE, AND TEMPo.

AuDITION DATES

(for Live Auditions & all contest evenings, a professional accompanist will be provided for all singers.  Singers may not bring own accompanist.)
1. LivE AuDiTioNS:  SiNGERS WiLL BE NoTiFiED BY E-MAiL oF AuDiTioN TiME BY JANuARY 22, 2012 & WiLL BE ExPECTED To ARRivE PRoMPTLY.  ALL

AuDiTioNS WiLL BE HELD AT MoNASTERo'S RiSToRANTE. --JuNioR DiviSioN: TuESDAY,  JANuARY 24, 2012 4:00-8:00PM.

--STuDENT DiviSioN: WEDNESDAY, JANuARY 25 & THuRSDAY, JANuARY 26, 2011 4:00-8:00PM.

--YouNG ARTiST DiviSioN: SATuRDAY, JANuARY 28 & SuNDAY, JANuARY 29, 2011 1:00-5:00PM.

Please keep the following dates free from other commitments, or specify any conflicts on the application or at the live audition.  Singers
unable to attend at least one of the semi-finals and the final evening are ineligible for the bel Canto Opera Contest  Singers chosen from
each division will compete on one of the preliminary evenings and will be notified as to their individual schedule by e-mail.
2. PRELiMiNARiES:  FEBRuARY 12 & 19, MARCH 4 & 11, 2012.   EACH EvENiNG, oNE SEMi-FiNALiST WiLL BE CHoSEN FRoM EACH DiviSioN.

3. SEMi-FiNALS:  MARCH 18 AND APRiL 14, 2012.  EACH EvENiNG, TWo FiNALiSTS WiLL BE SELECTED FRoM EACH DiviSioN.

4. FiNALS:  SATuRDAY, APRiL 21, 2012.  FiNALiSTS WiLL CoMPETE FRoM THE YouNG ARTiST AND STuDENT DiviSioNS.

*** fORmAL ATTIRE IS REquIRED AT ALL OPERA NIghT COmPETITONS WhICh WILL bE hELD IN A PRIvATE bANquET ROOm

bEfORE AN AuDIENCE:  mEN muST WEAR TuxEDOS;  WOmEN muST WEAR LONg gOWNS. ***

PRIZES AND AWARDS Of $50,000 WILL bE AWARDED

-- *GRAND PRizE:  $10,000.00 CASH.
* all FinalisTs will Be eliGiBle For The Grand prize whiCh will Be awarded aT The disCreTion oF The judGes.

1. STuDENT AND YouNG ARTiST DiviSioN AWARDS (EACH): 1ST PRizE~$2,500  2ND PRizE~$2,000  3RD PRizE~$1,500  4TH PRizE~$1,000

2. BRAvo AWARDS ARE GivEN To NoN-FiNALiSTS iN THE AMouNT oF $250 (JuNioR DiviSioN) oR $500 (STuDENT / YouNG ARTiST DiviSioN), AND ARE

ANNouNCED THE FiNAL CoNTEST EvENiNG.  EACH NoN-FiNALiST MAY oNLY RECEivE oNE BRAvo AWARD iN ANY GivEN YEAR AND MAY RECEivE No MoRE

THAN TWo BRAvo AWARDS WHiLE iN A GivEN voCAL DiviSioN.  These prizes will be awarded in person at the bRAvO AWARD EvENINg
on Sunday, may 20, 2012.

3. BELLA voCE AWARDS WiLL BE GivEN To A SELECT GRouP oF SiNGERS iN THE STuDENT & YouNG ARTiST DiviSioNS WHo ARE NoT CHoSEN To CoMPETE

iN THE CoNTEST EvENiNGS.  SiNGERS WiLL RECEivE THEiR $200.00 PRizES, SPoNSoRED BY THE PAuLS FouNDATioN, DuRiNG A PERFoRMANCE oN oNE

oF THE CoNTEST EvENiNGS.  BELLA voCE WiNNERS ARE ALSo ELiGiBLE FoR BRAvo AWARDS.

4. $300.00 WiLL BE AWARDED To ALL SEMi-FiNALiSTS NoT ADvANCED To THE FiNALS.

5. $250.00 WiLL BE AWARDED To CoNTESTANTS NoT ADvANCED To SEMi-FiNALS.

JuDgINg

1. SiNGERS WiLL BE JuDGED ACCoRDiNG To voiCE quALiTY, CoRRECT, CLEAR iTALiAN DiCTioN, APPRoPRiATENESS oF SELECTioNS, MuSiCALiTY, STYLE, AND

APPEARANCE.

2. JuDGES WiLL BE PRoviDED BY THE BEL CANTo FouNDATioN, AND THEiR DECiSioN WiLL BE FiNAL.

CONTEST REPERTOIRE LISTS

!!! CONTEST REPERTOIRE muST bE WRITTEN by COmPOSERS LISTED bELOW !!!
note: italian art songs are noT acceptable repertoire

Composers of Operatic Arias Composers of Italian Romantic Songs
ardiTi

BarBeris

Bellini

Bixio

Cardillo

CioFFi

denza

donaudy

Bellini

BoiTo

CaTalani

Cilea

donizeTTi

Giordano

leonCaVallo

MasCaGni

MozarT

(JuNIOR & STuDENT

DIvISION ONLy)

ponChielli

puCCini

rossini

Verdi

leonCaVallo

Mario

puCCini

rossini

sarTi

sChira

seCChi

TaGliaFerri

deCurTis

d'esposiTo

di Capua

di Chiara

di CresCenzo

donizeTTi

FalVo

GasTaldon

Tirindelli

Toselli

TosTi

Varese

Verdi



 
2012 AUDITION APPLICATION 

(This application may be duplicated) 
 

NAME:________________________________________ VOICE:___________________ 

Check One Division:       _____ YOUNG ARTIST (25-30)      _____ STUDENT (19-24)      _____ JUNIOR (17-18) 

AGE: _____          BIRTHDATE:___/___/___          SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER*:_____ - ___ - _____ 

CURRENT MAILING ADDRESS:  STREET:______________________________________________ 

    CITY,STATE,ZIP:____________________________,____ __________ 
 

PERMANENT MAILING ADDRESS*:  STREET:______________________________________________ 

    CITY,STATE,ZIP:____________________________,____ __________ 
*SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER and PERMANENT MAILING ADDRESS are required for 1099 tax reporting of cash prizes 

TELEPHONE: (____)____ - ______   WORK/DAY NUMBER:  (____)____ - ______ CELL NUMBER: (____)____ - ______ 

E-MAIL ADDRESS (mandatory):_________________________________________ 

–  E D U C A T I O N  I N F O R M A T I O N  –  

HIGH SCHOOL:______________________________ 

COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY:___________________________  DEGREE:____________________ 

 VOICE TEACHER(S), COACH(ES):_________________________________________________ 

 PERFORMING EXPERIENCE, HONORS AND AWARDS:_________________________________________ 
 _____________________________________________________________ 

R E P E R T O I R E  F O R  A U D I T I O N  –   (must be memorized for l ive audit ion)  

     T I T L E     O P E R A     C O M P O S E R  
ARIA 1.____________________________________________________________ 
ARIA 2.____________________________________________________________ 
ARIA 3.____________________________________________________________ 

(aria 3 is for Young Artists only) 
SONG 1.____________________________________________________________ 
SONG 2.____________________________________________________________ 

I hereby agree to follow all rules and regulations as established by the Bel Canto Foundation and to appear on the dates assigned for all 
auditions.  If selected, I agree to appear in formal dress (men in tuxedos; women in long gowns) in the Opera Nights as assigned by the Bel 
Canto Foundation, and to accept the decision of the judges as final.  I realize that I may be disqualified by failure to comply with any and 
all audition requirements as printed in the 2012 brochure. 

SIGNATURE:__________________________________________   TODAY’S DATE:___/___/___ 
Please mail the following documents to BEL CANTO FOUNDATION, 3935 W. DEVON AVENUE, CHICAGO, IL 60659 
no earlier than DECEMBER 1, 2011 and no later than FRIDAY, JANUARY 13, 2012.  Early application is encouraged!  Be sure to 
include in mailing: 
#1) This Application   #2) Contest Evening Schedule Sheet   #3) Copy of Birth Certif icate, Passport, or 
Legible Driver’s L icense and #4)  L ive Audit ion Schedule Sheet 

(Applications must be complete to be accepted for consideration!) 

PLEASE 
PRINT 

CLEARLY 
IN INK 



 

2012 CONTEST EVENING SCHEDULE SHEET 
E-MAIL: CONTESTADMIN@BELCANTOFOUNDATION.ORG 

 

NAME:________________________________________ VOICE:___________________ 

Check One Division:       _____ YOUNG ARTIST (25-30)      _____ STUDENT (19-24)      _____ JUNIOR (17-18) 

TELEPHONE: (____)____ - ______   WORK/DAY NUMBER:  (____)____ - ______ CELL NUMBER: (____)____ - ______ 

E-MAIL ADDRESS (mandatory):_________________________________________ 
 

The following information will help us in scheduling the contest evenings.  Please 
complete this sheet and mail it along with your completed APPLICATION, LIVE 
AUDITION SCHEDULE SHEET, and PROOF OF AGE to BEL CANTO FOUNDATION, 
3935 WEST DEVON AVENUE, CHICAGO, IL 60659 
 

Please indicate if you can or cannot appear for each of 
the dates below.  Check only ONE column per evening.  In 
order to be eligible for competit ion, you must be available 
to perform on at least one of the semi-f inal evenings and 
must be available for the final evening. 
 
 

I F  I  A M  C H O S E N  T O  C O M P E T E  I N  T H E  2 0 1 2  B E L  C A N T O  O P E R A  C O M P E T I T I O N :  
 

        Y E S ,  I  C A N  P E R F O R M   N O ,  I  H A V E  A  C O N F L I C T  

P R E L I M I N I A R Y  E V E N I N G S :  SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2012  ___________  ____________ 

    SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2012  ___________  ____________ 

    SUNDAY, MARCH 4, 2012  ___________  ____________ 

    SUNDAY, MARCH 11, 2012  ___________  ____________ 

S E M I - F I N A L  E V E N I N G S * :   SUNDAY, MARCH 18, 2012  ___________  ____________ 

    SATURDAY, APRIL 14, 2012  ___________  ____________ 
*YOU MUST BE AVAILABLE FOR AT LEAST ONE OF THESE SEMI-FINAL EVENINGS 

F I N A L  E V E N I N G :  SATURDAY, APRIL 21, 2012  S T U D E N T  &  Y O U N G  A R T I S T  C O N T E S T A N T S  M U S T  B E  
A V A I L A B L E  O N  T H I S  E V E N I N G  I N  O R D E R  T O  Q U A L I F Y  F O R  P A R T I C I P A T I O N  I N  T H E  C O N T E S T  

SIGNATURE:__________________________________________   TODAY’S DATE:___/___/___ 

PLEASE 
PRINT 

CLEARLY 
IN INK 



 

2012 LIVE AUDITIONS SCHEDULE SHEET 
E-MAIL: CONTESTADMIN@BELCANTOFOUNDATION.ORG 

 
Please complete this sheet and mail it along with your completed APPLICATION, CONTEST 
EVENING SCHEDULE SHEET, and PROOF OF AGE to BEL CANTO FOUNDATION, 3935 WEST 
DEVON AVENUE, CHICAGO, IL 60659 
 

NAME:________________________________________ VOICE:___________________ 

Check One Division:       _____ YOUNG ARTIST (25-30)      _____ STUDENT (19-24)      _____ JUNIOR (17-18) 

TELEPHONE: (____)____ - ______   WORK/DAY NUMBER:  (____)____ - ______ CELL NUMBER: (____)____ - ______ 

E-MAIL ADDRESS (mandatory):_________________________________________ 
*****  YOU WILL BE NOTIFIED OF YOUR AUDITION TIME SLOT BY E-MAIL BY JANUARY 22, 2012 ***** 

1. Due to the large number of contestants in each division and the number of conflicts, we ask 
that you check ANY AND ALL half hour time slots that you are available to audition.  We will do 
our best to accommodate your schedule.  PLEASE NOTE THE DATES OF AUDITIONS FOR 
YOUR VOCAL DIVISION! 

2. We recommend that contestants make plans to car pool.  If you list your car pool members in the 
comments section, we will do our best to schedule your auditions together. 

 

The live auditions are held at:   MONASTERO’S RISTORANTE 
       3935 WEST DEVON AVENUE 
       CHICAGO, IL 60659 

Junior Divis ion Live Audit ions: 
Tuesday, January 24, 2012 from 4-8pm 

Student Divis ion Live Audit ions: 
Wednesday, January 25 and Thursday, January 26, 2012 from 4-8pm 

Young Art ist Divis ion Live Audit ions: 
Saturday, January 28 and Sunday, January 29, 2012 from 1-5pm 

        J U N I O R  D I V I S I O N        S T U D E N T  D I V I S I O N       Y O U N G  A R T I S T  D I V I S I O N  
    J A N  2 4      J A N  2 5     J A N  2 6       J A N  2 8     J A N  2 9  

 T I M E S   Y E S  N O  Y E S  N O   Y E S  N O  T I M E S   Y E S  N O   Y E S  N O  

 4:00 – 4:30  __          __ __ __ __ __ 1:00 – 1:30  __          __ __ __ 
 4:30 – 5:00  __          __ __ __ __ __ 1:30 – 2:00  __          __ __ __ 
 5:00 – 5:30  __          __ __ __ __ __ 2:00 – 2:30  __          __ __ __ 
 5:30 – 6:00  __          __ __ __ __ __ 2:30 – 3:00  __          __ __ __ 
 6:00 – 6:30  __          __ __ __ __ __ 3:00 – 3:30  __          __ __ __ 
 6:30 – 7:00  __          __ __ __ __ __ 3:30 – 4:00  __          __ __ __ 
 7:00 – 7:30  __          __ __ __ __ __ 4:00 – 4:30  __          __ __ __ 
 7:30 – 8:00  __          __ __ __ __ __ 4:30 – 5:00  __          __ __ __ 

C O M M E N T S / E X P L A N A T I O N S :  (please list names of other singers if you plan to car pool) _____________________ 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

PLEASE 
PRINT 

CLEARLY 
IN INK 


